NCA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY REPORT SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2011
The NCA Legislative Assembly was called to order at 8:04AM, Saturday, November 19, 2011.

1.  Six people were recognized for their significant service to NCA: 

     A. Outgoing Executive committee Members: Dawn O. Braithwaite, Lynn Disbrow, Ronald Jackson, II, 

                                                                              Joann Keyton, Laura Stafford, Melanie Booth-Butterfield. 

2. Two people were given Presidential Citations for their NCA service: James Ragsdale and Anthony Slagle

3. Two Legislative Assembly (LA) members were elected to serve on the 2012 NCA Committee on Agenda.

    They were Ruth Kay and Jamel Bell

4. The 2011 Committee on Committees Report was presented. Then the LA elected two members to serve

    on the 2012 NCA Committee on Committees: They were Shauntee White and Jimmy Manning.

5. NCA Future Meeting Sites (Cities with Convention Cetners)

    A. NCA has hotel and locations through 2017 with the exception of 2016.

    B. The East Coast is the 2016 scheduled NCA Convention location but no arrangements have been made yet. 

    C. The NCA Executive Committee to date has been unable to find a 1-2 “hotel only” model that is financially

         feasible for 2016. Although the 1-2 ”hotel only” convention model is preferred, NCA wants to expand the

         range of options to include locations with convention centers which might be cheaper than the 1-2 hotel

         only model. 

   D. Cities given (not all were fully vetted by NCA given NCA criteria and requirements) were: Austin, 

        Birmingham, Cincinnati, Denver, Houston, Kansas City, Louisville, Minneapolis, phoenix, Pittsburgh,

        Portland, Salt Lake City, Seattle, St. Louis and Tampa. 

        I got up and noted that none of those cities were really “East Coast” locations and suggested Baltimore

        given its inner harbor hotels and that the BWI airport was a major Southwest Airlines hub. (It now

        will be among those cities to be considered.)
  E. NCA’s preference is to try and continue to use the preferred “hotels only” model, but the expanding range 
      of  possibilities to include convention centers will provide alternatives when hotels are cost prohibitive. 

6.  Kevin Phillips, LA Rhetorical and Communication Theory Division Representative brought up the matter

    (not on the LA agenda) of who has the final say on panel/paper titles, particularly regarding the use of

    offensive language and slurs in those panel/paper titles. 

   A. The NCA Constitution and By laws state that the First Vice President (Convention Planner) shall have

        final authority regarding the convention program (underlining mine).

  B. Steven Beebe the NCA 2011 First Vice President and Convention Planner indicated that he would welcome 

       and listen to all viewpoints on this matter and work closely with panel and paper authors if there is a       

       problem regarding offensive language or slurs. When asked if he would still be the one to make the final

       decision in such matters he said yes. 
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   C. Kendall Phillips then made the following motion: The Rhetorical and Communication Theory Division
        moves that the language of a scholar’s title is determined by the author solely and may not be altered

        without the author’s explicit consent.  The motion was ruled out of order by the Chair.

  D.  There was then a vote by the LA to either sustain or overturn the Chair’s ruling. The ruling was

        overturned so the motion could be considered and discussed.

  E.   Points made during the discussion concerned:

       (1) The right for academic freedom and freedom of expression

       (2) That offensive language reflects on the entire NCA organization and not just the author. 

       (3) A journal editor said they send papers back to authors and note that if they don’t or won’t revise

            an offensive title that the editor will not send the paper out for review.

       (4) It was noted that those who review panel/papers for the NCA convention have the ability to make

            comments during their review about offensive language and titles. 
           (Tickton note—However, unlike a journal editor, once a convention panel/paper has been formally

            accepted, the motion would prohibit the First Vice President (Convention Planner) from having the

            final say per the NCA Constitution and By Laws.)

     (5)  The motion was passed by the LA. 

7.  NCA Executive Director Nancy Kidd gave the LA an update concerning three areas of NCA:      

     Administration, Member Service and External Relations:

    A. New Chief of Staff

    B. Launch of new NCA website soon

    C. Redesign of Spectra

    D. Plans to hire of Public Relations person  

    E. Department Chair survey to se how NCA can better be of assistance

    F. New contract with Routledge, Taylor and  Francis

    G. Completed renovations and repairs to the National Office building and Carriage house. 

8.  The NCA President appointed a committee to review the NCA Constitution and By laws as it has not been 

     done for some time. (Tickton note: Obviously, the committee will have to consider the motion passed

     regarding offensive titles and slurs and the convention planner currently having the final authority over

     the convention program as discussed above.)
The meeting was adjourned at 9:57AM.

One final Tickton note to all in the Mass Communications Division: I want to note and formally announce that at our 2012 Mass Communications Division Business Meeting that I will again be a candidate running for reelection to represent the Mass Communications Division in the NCA Legislative Assembly.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Stan Tickton, MCD

Legislative Representative 
