2010 Mass Communication Business Meeting
Hilton, Golden Gate 3

Monday, November 15, 2010

2:00 PM
Call to order by Chair, Andy Billings.
2:01 PM
Distribution of agenda

2:02 PM
Approval of 2009 minutes.

2:04 PM
Editor of Communication Education calls for reviewers to handle articles that are about media/mass communication education. Forms distributed to solicit reviewers.

2:06 PM
Remembrance of Rebecca Verser (by Andy Billings and Rebecca Chory). Contributions in her name can be made to scholarships on the MCD website (Gatekeeper). Chair noted that MCD provided a contribution to one of the funds.

2:08 PM
Moment of silence for Rebecca Verser.

2:09 PM
Chair articulated a policy for handling officer positions following the passing of an active officer.

2:10 PM
Laura Beth Dawes opens nominations for Vice-Chair Elect. Three candidates were on the ballot (C, University of Pittsburgh; David Berube, North Carolina State University; Dana Mastro, University of Arizona) and all spoke on their behalf. Laura requested nominations from the floor (there were none). The election was closed. Dana Mastro elected Vice-Chair Elect.
2:16 PM
Jennifer Stephens Aubrey 189 submissions to 2010 conference (15% increase) and 30 panels (30% increase). 119 papers accepted (60% acceptance rate) and 10 panels (33% accepted). 196 reviewers (91 faculty) with 2-4 papers per reviewer. 

2:19 PM
Vice Chair Elect of Research Committee opened for nominations. Two candidates were on the ballot. Neither was present at the meeting. David Rhea, Governors State University and Brent Malin, University of Pittsburgh, were nominated from the floor. Both spoke on their behalf. David Rhea was named Vice Chair Elect of Research Committee.
2:23 PM
Reviewer nomination ballots were distributed.

2:24 PM
Chair noted that the MCD reception had been canceled and replaced by student awards (for the top student paper award winners).

2:25 PM
MCD Teaching Award announced (Andy Billings and Adam Earnhardt). David Tewksbury, University of Illinois received the award.

2:26 PM
Secretary Elect opened for nominations. Two candidates were on the ballot (Hugh Phillips Curnutt, Montclair State University; Laramie Taylor, University of California Davis). Hugh spoke on his behalf. Nominations were solicited from the floor (none were offered). Hugh was elected Secretary Elect.

2:28 PM
MCD Service Award announced (Andy Billings and Adam Earnhardt). Rebecca Anne Lind, University of Illinois received the award.

2:29 PM
Top Paper awards were announced and honored.

2:32 PM
Chair noted that the MCD Top Papers Panel would follow immediately after the same room as the business meeting.  

2:33 PM
Legislative Assembly Representative opened for nominations. One candidate was on the ballot (Stan Tickton, Norfolk State University). Stan spoke on his behalf. Nominations were requested from the floor (none were offered). Stan was elected by acclamation. 
2:36 PM
Representative to the NCA Resolutions Committee opened for nominations. There were no candidates on the ballot. Nominations were solicited from the floor (David Berube, North Carolina State University was nominated). David was elected by acclamation.

2: 38 PM 
Representative to the NCA Nominating Committee opened for nominations. Two candidates were on the ballot (Emily Moyer-Guse, Ohio State University; Ahmet Atay, Wooster). Neither candidate was present. Nominations were solicited from the floor (none were offered). Emily Moyer-Guse was elected Representative to the NCA Nominating Committee.

2:39 PM
Top Student Paper Awards were announced and honored.

 2: 41 PM
Graduate Student Representative was opened for nominations. Four candidates were on the ballot (Bob Zuercher, University of Kentucky; Christopher Medjesky, Bowling Green State University; Elizabeth L. Cohen, Georgia State University; Christopher Cummings, North Carolina State University). Elizabeth and Christopher spoke on their behalf. Nominations were solicited from the floor (none were offered). Elizabeth was elected Graduate Student Representative. 

2:43 PM
Report on the Gatekeeper from Nick Bowman. Nick announced that Great River Technologies agreed to sponsor the Gatekeeper website for next two years. There have been over 2,000 visits since September 18, 2010. Nick noted that both Twitter and Facebook were in use.  Nick wants to minimize the amount of email traffic. Nick solicited suggestions for other new media technology that might be implemented.
2:46 PM
Nominations Committee was opened for nominations. Three candidates were on the ballot (Jim Gleason, Eastern Kentucky University; Leslie Rill, Portland State University; Siobhan Smith, University of Louisville; Kyle Barnett, Bellarmine University; Wendy Weinhold, South Illinois University Carbondale/Kennesaw State University). Kyle spoke on his own behalf. Nominations were solicited from the floor (Jakob Jensen, Purdue University, was nominated). Elections were closed. Kyle, Leslie, and Jakob were elected to the nominations committee. Jake was elected Chair. 
2:48 PM
Stan Tickton reported on Legislative Assembly. 

Stan noted that an NCA taskforce had summarized that NCA had become quite large, a situation that may be negatively impacting the conference. It was decided that the taskforce would review how other large associations are addressing this situation (e.g., APA). 

Stan noted that NCA had proposed to move to a track system for proposal submission. The strengths and weaknesses of this track system were outlined. The Chair noted that the track system proposal would likely be revised as it seemed to change NCA from a House of Representatives model to a Senate model of representation. Stan noted that there was some concern about how the system might impact non-research track faculty/students interested in attending the conference. 
Stan noted that the preregistration proposal (experimented with the last two years) had been dropped by NCA due to lack of support from members.

Stan noted that the NCA is doing well financially.

Stan outlined several resolutions that were discussed at Legislative Assembly. There was a resolution suggesting that travel grants for students of color should be dropped. This resolution did not pass. There was a resolution to change the way copyright functioned in the Taylor and Francis publishing contract (the contract renews in two years). The resolution passed. A third resolution will be considered on the final day of the conference concerning torture. A final resolution will be considered at the same time that a resolution that fails three times cannot be forwarded again without a super majority. Other resolutions also could be discussed at the final Legislative Assembly meeting, a report of which will be provided to MCD members.

3:05 PM
A question from the floor concerned how the tracking system would function. Namely, the question concerned how people would identify within the system and what percent of the current membership (1300 individuals) would select MCD as their primary division. 
3:08 PM
Adam Earnhardt outlined the 2011 NCA Convention. The theme will be “Voice.” MCD will have 35 slots for the conference. Fifteen percent of those slots should be reserved for sessions that engage the theme (i.e., Voice). Jeff Tyus will chair of the theme committee that will review and rank all panels engaging the theme. Members were encouraged to offer their research for scholar-to-scholar (as that will increase likelihood of acceptance). Proposals with individuals from different institutions will be favored. The deadline for proposals has been moved back to March. All Academic will not longer be the interface for submitting papers. A new service will be piloted for the convention (hence the reason the deadline has been moved back). Conference attendees will also have the opportunity to participate in volunteer activities to help the community of New Orleans. Adam noted that panels that give voice to our discipline in the media would be ideal (e.g., a panel addressing how researchers engage and talk to journalists/the public). NCA has recommended that reviewers should distinguish among papers rather than rank several manuscripts the same. That is, reviewers should attempt to separate manuscripts to facilitate the selection process (i.e., don’t rank several manuscripts the same).

3:16 PM
A member questioned whether MCD has any role in the selection of theme panels. It was noted that the theme committee has jurisdiction of the process. Another member questioned the logic of the theme panels. It was argued that the theme panels might have better attendance (a primary concern of NCA). Jeff Tyus also added that there was an interest to better title panels to draw in audience members, especially those that might be looking for different/unique sessions.

3:22 PM
The Chair noted that it would be nice to start a discussion forum concerning the tracking system and the theme panel recommendations. Nick Bowman agreed to do so.

3:23 PM
Jeff Tyus suggested that individuals submitting items to the theme panels should frame their research for non-mass communication scholars (as he is the only MCD member on the panel).

3:25 PM
Andy Billings passed the gavel to Marina Krcmar. 

Respectively submitted,
Jake Jensen

